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Sipapu to Replace Historic Lift 3 with Two Person Chairlift 
New Lift Offers Easier Access to “Magical” Terrain for Beginners 

 

Vadito, NM: Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort announced today that it will build a new two-
person chairlift to replace an iconic detachable surface lift that’s been transporting skiers at 
Sipapu for nearly half a century. The new Lift 3 will give skiers and riders of all abilities, 
especially beginners and the over 2,000 students taught annually in Northern New Mexico ski 
school programs, faster and easier access to terrain that Sipapu’s general manager, John Paul 
Bradley, describes as nothing short of “magical.” 
 
The current 47-year-old platter lift is an advanced lift and has been particularly challenging for 
beginner skiers and snowboarders to navigate partly due to its rarity in the United States (ski 
and mountain sports channel Unofficial Networks called “the vintage lift the last of its kind in 
North America.”) In its place the resort will build a two-person chairlift that will provide access to 
beginner terrain that’s frequently untouched and always unforgettable, said Bradley. 

"If you’ve skied Lift 3 before, you know: that entire area is magical. It’s on the upper part of the 
mountain, with wider runs and opportunities to lap beginner trails that are very different from 
those on the rest of the resort.” he said. “The new lift provides an easier way for our guests to 
now experience terrain they haven’t really explored because they simply couldn’t ride the 
surface lift.” 

Lift 3 provides access to two terrain parks and two additional beginner trails. Bradley added that 
while everyone will benefit from the new Lift 3, the guests who will enjoy the more comfortable 
lift ride the most are those learning to ski and snowboard, including the more than 2,000 school 
kids Sipapu welcomes each winter, a teaching tradition Sipapu has championed for decades. 
Bradley said the instructors from Sipapu ski and ride school are looking forward to taking kids 
from the schools, like those from Mora, Penasco, and other northern New Mexico school 
districts, to the upper mountain to experience this beginner terrain.  

The lift project was developed in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service under the resort’s 
Master Development Plan and received broad support from the local community. 



 
“Our community appreciates the distinctly family-friendly, family-fun atmosphere we’ve created 
for generations of visitors since 1952, and I’m proud of the overwhelming support we received 
from our neighbors and guests for this project,” Bradley added. “This was a win-win for 
everyone: our guests, our local Forest Service and our resort. We’re grateful.” 

The new Lift 3 will be Sipapu’s fifth new lift since 2001, and its second in under a decade. 
Construction is slated for completion before the upcoming ski season. 

The new chairlift is part of a broader effort to enhance the entire Lift 3 area. In future seasons, 
Sipapu will introduce a new skier services deck, additional restroom facilities, and snowmaking 
improvements that include burying existing aboveground infrastructure - without requiring any 
additional water. The US Forest Service approved these improvements under the same lift 
replacement decision memo.  

“These projects will allow guests to enjoy the upper mountain without needing to return to the 
base for food or restrooms,” said Bradley. “That’s going to be a game-changer for families with 
young children.” 
 
Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort is open daily for summer retreats, lodging getaways, disc golf, 
hiking and fishing on the Rio Pueblo, which flows through the heart of the resort. For more 
information about the new lift or to purchase a season pass for the 2025/2026 winter season 
(prices increase after June 20), visit www.Sipapu.ski. 

### 

Learn More 

• See the Lift 3 area map. 
 
 

• View historic photos and b-roll of the original surface lift. 
 
 

• Visit www.sipapu.ski/season-passes to get your Power Pass before prices increase after 
June 20. 

 

About Sipapu Ski Resort 
Sipapu Ski and Summer Resort is New Mexico’s fastest-growing ski resort. Located just 20 
miles southeast of Taos and two hours north of Albuquerque, Sipapu offers family-friendly fun 
for all levels of skiers and snowboarders. Family-owned and operated since 1952, Sipapu is 
home to New Mexico’s longest ski season and the best deals in the Rockies. The resort is 
surrounded by the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and Carson National Forest, and features over 
40 trails, six lifts and four terrain parks. On-site amenities include slope-side lodging, a full-
service ski shop, ski school and the mountain restaurant and bar, the Riverside Cafe. Visit our 
website at: Sipapu.ski Follow us on Facebook.com/Sipapu and Instagram.com/SipapuNM 

 

 


